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Sharon Love
Once there was a little caterpillar named Mary Sue.
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Mary Sue wanted to fly.

More than anything, she wanted to fly. Every day, she dreamed of soaring high above the brooks, high above the meadows, and high above the trees.
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Mary Sue wanted to fly more than she wanted to eat ten cupcakes.
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She wanted to fly more than she wanted to have a hundred brand new bicycles.
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She wanted to fly more than she wanted to have a thousand carnival rides.
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She wanted to fly more than she wanted to have a huge birthday party with a million best friends.
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More than anything, Mary Sue wanted to fly.  Every day, she dreamed of soaring 
high above the brooks, 
high above the meadows, and high above the trees.
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Her brother said, “flying is dangerous.”

[image: image9.jpg]



Her sister said, “flying is lonely.”
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Her friend said, “caterpillars don’t fly.”
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The wind whispered, “yes, you can fly.”
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Her friend said, “you’re not good enough to fly.”
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Her neighbour said, “are you trying to be better than us?”
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Her teacher said, “be more realistic, dear.”
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The wind whispered, 
“yes, you will fly.”
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Her aunt said, “flying is silly.”
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Her uncle said, “only birds fly.”
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Her cousin said, “you’re crazy.”
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The wind whispered, 
“be yourself.”
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After listening to the other caterpillars, Mary Sue almost stopped trying to fly.
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Every day, though, the wind whispered, “you can fly.  You will fly.  Be yourself.”
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A long time passed, and Mary Sue still couldn’t fly.  She tried and she tried, but she just couldn’t fly.  She flapped all her legs.  Nothing happened.
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She ran as fast as she could, but she stayed on the ground.  Nothing worked.  She hung her head.
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One day, Mary Sue tied a leaf to her middle to act as wings.  She tried to jump from a tree, but she got stuck.  Tears made little rivers down Mary Sue’s face.
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Crying, alone, she wove a warm blanket and wrapped herself in it.  She slept a long, long, long time in that blanket, listening only to the wind.
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Every day, the wind whispered, “you can fly.  You will fly.  Be yourself.”
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She dreamed a long, long, long time of soaring high above the brooks, high above the meadows, and high above the trees.
[image: image28.jpg]



One day, Mary Sue slowly awoke, yawned and struggled out of her blanket.  She stretched, then gasped in surprise.
To her amazement, she found dazzling wings folded along her back!
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Carefully, she opened the wings and moved them slowly.  A breeze came, and she started to flap her wings.  Then she flapped them faster and
faster
and
faster.
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She took a deep breath,

jumped from her leaf and...
flew!
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Mary Sue soared high above the brooks, high above the meadows, and high above the trees!
All the other caterpillars looked up from the ground, and saw her flying higher and higher and higher.
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Then, for the first time,

they heard the wind whisper to them,
“You can fly.  You will fly.  Be yourself.”
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Join our GREAT Vision™ to save a million kids' lives by donating money for UNICEF Oral Rehydration Salts to save a life with every purchase of an e-book or e-learning program from OUTstanding Lives.ORG. Please tell people about this book. Thanks! YOU make a difference.
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